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clothes and clothing suffered some reduction during the war, and has suffered heavy curtailment for many months since the signing of the armistice"
Housing facilities suffered from curtailment of production during the war and "for many months following the armistice/' The report makes the further illuminating statement that "the first half of 1919 shows a diminished production of raw materials and subnormal construction of new capital and thus indicates failure to utilise an adequate proportion of our pro-ductive forces in the preliminary processes of provision to meet future requirements."
It is declared that for one reason or another, "there ensued after the armistice the disuse of a large proportion of America's productive capacity"
Certainly, a condition of this character can by no process of reasoning be attributed to the working people. Mr. Clarkson's report also makes this statement:
The very fact that prices of finished commodities, consumption goods, so-called, have risen to an extent out of proportion to the rise in prices of raw materials and perhaps out of proportion to the rise in general of wages, indicates that production and distribution carried on under these conditions is, in general, yielding profits abnormally high.
A condition such as is described in the paragraph just quoted can not-be attributed and is not attributed by Mr. Clarkson to increased wages for working people. Mr. Clarkson's report indicates a condition of profiteering. It is just that.
In the matter of food the report points out what everyone must be aware of: the nation's food producing capacity increased during the war, a fact at once apparent to anyone who considers the extent to which the United States during the. war supplied the world with food products. Yet Mr. Clarkson shows that "the average retail prices for 22 selected articles of food, which constitute from 35 to 45 per cent of the total expenditure of typical wage earning families, had increased on May 15, 1919, to 91 per cent."
It is further set forth in the report with admirable conciseness :
The high cost of living, in that sense in which that terra stands for a condition of economic distress, implies not merely high prices, but a corresponding shortage of income with which to meet those prices without impairment of the standard of living:. The high cost of living, in this important sense, means difficulty in securing the means of life!
A striking example of underproduction due to no forces over which Labor has control is cited by Mr. Clarkson in con-